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4-H Family News
Hello 4-H Families and Volunteers,
I just wanted to say thank you again, to all of you that 
help support this program in this county.  I appreciate 
all the extra time and effort you all put in, to make 4-H 
in Montcalm County, something to be proud of.  
Thank you to all the volunteers within the clubs and 
committees that have turned in all their required 
annual documents and participated in the Fall Leader 
Series training.  It means a lot to me to be able to 
provide resources and support, to make your lives 
easier, so that we can focus on what really matters.
I hope November is a great month for all of you!
Follow us on FB for more updates throughout the 
month (https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H) 
Sincerely,
Sunni Haglund
4-H Program Coordinator

Montcalm County

November 2023

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/

(989) 831 - 7500
msue.montcalm@county.msu.edu

Sunni Haglund (4-H Program 
Coordinator)
haglun10@msu.edu

Vicki Newcomb (Office Manager)
newcombv@msu.edu

211 W Main St, PO Box 368
Stanton, Michigan
48888

Montcalm County Committee Meeting times & locations
Fairboard Association | 1st Monday of the month | 7:00 p.m. | Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds

4-H Dog Committee  |  1st Thursday of the month  |  6:30 p.m.  |  Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/92086229811 passcode: 4Hdog)

4-H Horse Leaders  |  2nd Wednesday of the month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/96502762151 passcode: Horse)

4-H Council |  3rd Monday of the month  |  6:30 p.m. |  MSUE office & via 
zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/95340301576 passcode: Council)

4-H Community Connection Committee (CCC)  |  3rd Monday of the 
month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  via zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/95542684298 
passcode: 4HCCC)

4-H Small Animal Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:00 p.m.  |  
Ash Building  - Fairgrounds

4-H Youth Livestock Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:30 
p.m.  |  Ash Building  - Fairgrounds

https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/
mailto:msue.county@county.msu.edu
mailto:haglun10@msu.edu


Committee News
Fair Association (https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds) 
Our next meeting will be November 6th at 7pm at the Ash Building. 
All are welcome to attend.  

Advisory Council
Our next meeting is the 20th of November at 6:30pm at the MSU-
Extension office in Stanton and on Zoom.  The zoom link is on the 1st 
page of this newsletter.  We’re looking for suggestions to make the 
Annual Awards Banquet better and get more participation.  Feel free 
to send comments/suggestions to Sunni or Kim.

Horse Leaders (https://www.facebook.com/groups/623810004403480)
Our next meeting will be November 8th at 7pm, at the Ash Building.

Dog Committee (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492)
The next Dog Committee meeting is November 2nd at 6:30pm at the 
Ash Building.  County-wide dog practice updates will be posted on 
the Facebook page.  Stay tuned for more information.

Community Connections (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492)
Our meetings follow the Advisory Council meetings, on the 3rd 
Monday of the month via Zoom.  In honor of Veterans Day, 
November’s club challenge is to show your support to a local 
Veterans organization or a local first responder.  Post pictures of you 
and/or your club, saying thanks, dropping off baked goods or coffee, 
etc.  The possibilities are endless.  Get creative and have fun!  See 
pages 9 and 10 for more information.

Marketing / Events Committee  
(https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds) 

Check out our Facebook page for an up-to-date listing of events. Or 
go to our website to see what events are coming up! 
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/events 

https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds
https://www.facebook.com/groups/623810004403480
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/events


Montcalm County Fair Association Agricultural Club (Fair 
Livestock Committee) (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1634532730117422)

The MCFAAC is meeting on November 27th at 7pm.  If you’re 
interested in assisting the Ag Committee or its members make next 
year’s fair even better, feel free to let them know at the next meeting. 

Committee News

Youth Livestock Committee
The next meeting will be on November 27th 6:30pm.  This committee 
has been able to raise enough funds to provide the bedding for the 
animals during fair, for the last two years.  This committee is always 
looking for new ideas and members.  If you’re between the ages of 5 
and 19, show livestock at the fair, and would like to be more 
involved, we’d love to see you on the 4th Monday of each month at 
6:30pm.

Shooting Sports Update
See page 11 for an informative letter from the new 4-H Shooting 
Sports Club (4-H Precision Seekers).  They’re open for registrations 
for youth ages 12-19 who are interested in learning more about 
.22LR, gun safety and proper handling, responsibilities of gun 
ownership, gun maintenance, proper shooting techniques, 
improving your accuracy and having fun!  Reach out to myself or 
Scott Wallace, if you or a youth you know is interested. 

Small Animal Committee (https://www.facebook.com/groups/2021686638080972) 

Our next meeting will be November 27th at 6pm at the Ash Building.  
If you’re interested in assisting the Small Animal Committee on 
planning and ideas for this coming years’ fair, please join us on the 
4th Monday of each month, at 6pm.  If you cannot make it in person 
but would still like an input, a zoom link can be provided/available! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1634532730117422
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2021686638080972


COUNTY 4-H NEWS

I am working on a pre-fair survival meeting, as well as a post-fair review 
meeting for next year.  I am looking for suggestions on topic areas that may 
need to be emphasized at either of these.  If you have any suggestions, please 
send them my way.  

We didn’t get a whole lot of participation with the Fall Leader Series training, 
so if you have any suggestions on how to get more interest, please send that 
my way as well.  If you’ve missed any of the trainings and would like the 
resources, please email me at haglun10@msu.edu to coordinate a day/time 
that works.  If there are any subject areas that you or your club would be 
interested in, please send me an email with the topic and what day works best 
for you/your club.  Follow our FB pages for more info!

We have a lot of resources available at the Extension office, for those that are 
looking for ideas or assistance.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you’re 
looking for something specific.

Montcalm County Extension Office 
4-H / District 8 
(https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H/) / 
(https://www.facebook.com/District8MSUE)

If you have military members in your 
family, and would like to honor them, 

please send me a picture from their time 
in service and a little about them.  I would 
like to honor at least one county Veteran 

per day, for the month of November.

mailto:haglun10@msu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H/
https://www.facebook.com/District8MSUE


COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Other Services Offered:

MSUE Master 
Gardener Hotline: 
1-888-678-3464 
The hotline is open 
weekdays between 9- 
noon and 1 – 4 p.m. 
Select option “1” to 
speak directly with a 
gardening expert.

Ask an Expert: 
Ask Extension offers 
one-to-one answers 
from MSU Extension 
experts and 
Extension Master 
Gardener volunteers 
on topics such as 
lawns, gardening, 
agriculture, nutrition 
and physical activity, 
food safety, food 
preservation, natural 
resources, 
community 
development, youth 
programming and 
more! 
Ask here: 
https://www.canr.msu
.edu/outreach/ask-
an-expert 

• 4-H CCC November Challenge Date: 11/1 – 11/30
• Dog Committee meets  Date: 11/02/2023
• County Wide Dog Practice  Date: TBD / See FB page
• Fairboard meets   Date: 11/06/2023
• Horse Leaders meet  Date: 11/08/2023
• Market Beef Weigh-in/Tagging  Date: 11/19/2023
• 4-H Advisory Council meets  Date: 11/20/2023
• Community Connections meets  Date: 11/20/2023
• Small Animal Committee meets  Date: 11/27/2023
• Youth Livestock Committee meets Date: 11/27/2023
• MCFAAC meets   Date: 11/27/2023
• Final Market Beef Weigh-in/Tagging Date: 12/2/2023
• Feeder Beef, Goat, Sheep, Prospect Date: 4/14/2023
        Weigh-in/Tagging
• Final Feeder Beef, Goat, Sheep, Prospect Date: 4/26/2023

Weigh-in/Tagging

Times and locations for each 4-H committee meeting can be 
found on the front page of this newsletter!

Don’t forget to visit the Montcalm County 
Fairgrounds webpage 

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/


Livestock Market Weigh In 
Information: 



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
MSU Extension partners with legislators to 
host first Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol
On Wednesday, October 4, Michigan State University Extension hosted the first 
Michigan Day at the Capitol, in partnership with State Reps. Matthew Bierlein (R-
Vassar) and Reggie Miller (D-Van Buren Twp.). The event, held at Heritage Hall, 
showcased the positive impact of the Michigan 4-H program and brought visibility to 
its efforts throughout the state.

“Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol was a great opportunity to educate about and bring 
awareness to the 4-H program,” said Quentin Tyler, director of MSU Extension. “We 
truly appreciate Reps. Bierlein and Miller for their collaboration in hosting this event.”

Michigan 4-H is the flagship youth development program of MSU Extension and 
reaches nearly 100,000 young people ages 5 to 19 each year. Through various 
activities, clubs, groups, programs and events, 4-H’ers are offered hands-on learning 
experiences where they can explore their passions and interests while growing 
confidence, life skills and a sense of responsibility.

“Michigan 4-H is helping to grow youth in every county of our great state but we

On Tuesday, September 26, legislation was unveiled that if passed, will create a 
new fundraising license plate that would generate support for Michigan 4-H. State 
Reps. Matthew Bierlein, of Vassar, and Reggie Miller, of Van Buren Township, 
sponsored the legislation which would allow for the creation and sale of a Michigan 
4-H plate through the Secretary of State.

The plans would create the 4-H fundraising plate and establish regular 
disbursements from the license plate sales to the Michigan 4-H Foundation. Led by 
a board of trustees, the foundation works in partnership with MSU Extension and 
Michigan 4-H Youth Development to support programs to prepare youth for 
meaningful and productive lives.

would like to reach even more young people with the life-changing program,” continued Tyler. “We hope that our event brings 
us closer to that goal by increasing the visibility of our 4-H program and all that we offer to youth in our state.”

Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol was attended by legislators, stakeholders and members of the public. At the event, attendees 
had the opportunity to visit informational booths hosted by Michigan 4-H youth and staff. A brief program was also held, with 
event hosts Reps. Bierlein and Miller delivering comments to the audience. Also providing comments were Tyler, MSU Interim 
President Teresa Woodruff, Genesee County Clerk Register of Deeds Domonique Clemons, who is a Michigan 4-H alum, and 
Lenawee County 4-H’er Lia Kurowicki.

The program was livestreamed on the Michigan 4-H Facebook and can be viewed at www.facebook.com/Michigan4H. To 
learn more about Michigan 4-H, visit www.canr.msu.edu/4h.  

Michigan 4-H license plate proposed 

The bills were referred to the Michigan House Committee on Transportation, Mobility and Infrastructure. On October 11, 
Michigan 4-H Foundation Director Abbey Miller and MSU Extension Associate Director Dr. Deanna East testified before the 
committee in support of the 4-H fundraising license plate legislation. 

Reps. Miller (left) and Bierlein (right) with 
MSU Interim President Woodruff (center). 



STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 8: Adulting 101 - Professionalism in the Workplace
Online
Participants will increase their awareness of what it means to be professional and gain tips on 
different aspects of the work environment to consider, including: shared workspace, relationships 
with coworkers, communicating and setting boundaries. This free online series is open to teens 
and young adults (17 and under) and youth development professionals, teachers and adults (18 
and up).
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting10111-8-23

November 14: Wild Spartans – Careers in the Exotic Animal Industry
Online
Jump into the world of breeding and caring for amphibians and reptiles. Meet Zach Brinks, vice 
president of live operations at Josh’s Frogs. Learn about his work and the education and career 
path he followed to get there. Youth will be encouraged to ask questions to learn more through a 
live Q&A. This free online series is open to youth ages 12-19.
events.anr.msu.edu/wildspartans20232024/ 

November 21: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series - Youth Engagement in 4-H 
Experiences
Online
Explore ways 4-H volunteers can help to increase the level of youth engagement in their 4-H 
experiences. This series will provide Michigan 4-H volunteers with a variety of learning 
opportunities to help them grow as a volunteer and support Michigan 4-H’ers. This session will be 
offered twice, once as a daytime option and once as an evening option for the convenience of 
volunteers.

12 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-youth-
engagement-in-4-h-experiences
7 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-youth-
engagement-in-4-h-experiences7pm

November 28: Giving Tuesday
Online
Join the #GivingTuesday movement — a global day of giving – and support 4-H! From 12 a.m. to 
11:59 p.m. EST, Michigan 4-H supporters are invited to participate by giving their support 
financially or helping spread the word. Michigan 4-H has a goal to raise $5,000 to grow 4-H county 
endowments in a 24-hour period. County 4-H endowments provide a perpetual source of income 
for county 4-H programs and every dollar is an investment in 4-H!
https://mi4hfdtn.org/giving-tuesday/

 

Explore the globe 
with Crafts Around 

the World!

Curious about other countries 
around the globe? Like 
making crafts? The Michigan 
4-H Crafts Around the World 
series provides lessons and 
instructions for youth to create 
simple crafts and increase 
cultural awareness.

In its latest piece, youth can 
learn about the European 
country of Norway while 
making a Norwegian gnome. In 
Norway, a gnome is called a 
nisse: a creature who lives in 
barns or homes, protecting the 
countryside and the people 
who live there.

View this activity at 
www.canr.msu.edu/resources/
crafts-around-the-world-series-
europe-norwegian-gnome-
nisse. 

View all the Crafts Around the 
World activities at 
www.canr.msu.edu/global_cult
ural_education/resources. 
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http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-youth-engagement-in-4-h-experiences
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-youth-engagement-in-4-h-experiences
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-youth-engagement-in-4-h-experiences7pm
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-youth-engagement-in-4-h-experiences7pm
https://mi4hfdtn.org/giving-tuesday/
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/crafts-around-the-world-series-europe-norwegian-gnome-nisse
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/crafts-around-the-world-series-europe-norwegian-gnome-nisse
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/crafts-around-the-world-series-europe-norwegian-gnome-nisse
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/crafts-around-the-world-series-europe-norwegian-gnome-nisse
http://www.canr.msu.edu/global_cultural_education/resources
http://www.canr.msu.edu/global_cultural_education/resources


STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 8: Bubble Day at the Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
As we explore the wonderful world of bubbles we will paint, eat and even make music with bubbles.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day

August 11: 4-H Children's Garden 30th Birthday Party
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
We will celebrate the garden's pearl birthday with activities and games. We will open the time 
capsule, eat cake and much more!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-30th-birthday-party

August 13: Bee Palooza
Michigan Horticulture Gardens, East Lansing
Have you ever wanted to learn more about the insect pollinators around you? Join us for prizes, 
vendors, a bee petting zoo, face painting and more!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-beepalooza

August 13: Tri-County Archery Tournament
Washtenaw Sportsman’s Club, Ypsilanti Township
Archers to the line! 4-H archers aged 9 and up are welcome to meet fellow competitors and test their 
skill. Registration is due Aug. 6.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/tri-county-archery-tournament

August 15: Kayaking Days Presented by Antrim County 4-H
Paddles and Pedals, Bellaire
Learn water safety, paddle techniques, navigation and receive introduction to stewardship of inland 
waterways. Open to youth in Antrim, Otsego, Grand Traverse, Leelanau and Charlevoix counties.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/kayaking-days-presented-by-antrim-county-4-h

August 16: Adulting 101 – Eating Healthy on a Budget
Online
Preparing healthy food and staying within your budget does not have to be a challenge. Planning, 
preparing, and purchasing strategies will be shared so you can stretch your food dollars further.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-8-16

September 16: Festival of the Pines Archery Tournament
Maple Grove Park, Lake City
Archers to the line! 4-H members are invited to meet fellow competitors and test their skill
www.canr.msu.edu/events/festival-of-the-pines-archery-tournament

 

 

Welcome Back MSU 4-H 
Alumni Reception

Join MSU Extension for the 
sixth annual MSU Welcome 
Back 4-H Alumni Reception 
on Wednesday, September 6.

All current or former
4-H’ers attending MSU this fall 
are invited to stop by the 
grassy area on the north side 
of the Morrill Hall of Agriculture 
from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
for networking and free dinner!

Members of the MSU
Extension staff will be on site to 
interact with 4-H alums and 
free pizza and pop will be
provided. Come to meet fellow 
4-H’ers, network with staff 
and students and have fun.

Learn more 
at www.canr.msu.edu/events/
msu-welcome-week-4-h-
alumni-reception.
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In honor of Veterans Day, the 4-H 
Community Connections Committee's 
November Challenge is to show your 

support to local Veterans organizations 
or first responders. Take a picture of you 
and/or your club showing support to a 
local organization, dropping off thank-

you cards, coffee or donuts, talking with 
a Veteran, or cleaning up a local 

memorial. The possibilities are endless, 
and your support shown will mean more 

to them than you'll ever know. Get 
creative and have fun. Don't forget to 

post the pictures on their Facebook page 
Montcalm County 4-H Community 

Connection Committee or email them to 
haglun10@msu.edu with a blurb about 
the local organization. If you would like 
a list of local organizations within your 

area, please reach out to Sunni at 
haglun10@msu.edu or (989) 831-7514. 

Looking forward to seeing your pictures!
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For Michigan 4-H processing of applications, we need youth to apply 
by December 8, 2023!



Naming Contest!
McCarthy Park has recently 
finished installing a Disc Golf 
course that will be ready for 
use in the Spring of 2024.  
However, we are currently 
seeking suggestions on what to 
name the course. Montcalm 
County would like to invite you 
to participate in our naming 
contest!

If you would like to participate, 
please contact the County 
Controller's Office with the 
following information:

Your Name
Phone Number and/or Email
Suggested name for the course

You can submit your 
information by mail, email, 
phone or fax.
Address: 211 W Main Street
               PO Box 368
               Stanton, MI 48888

Phone: 989-831-7300
Fax: 989-831-7375
Email: controller@montcalm.us



Flyers

Do you know a youth who is interested in meeting other young people from across the country 
and learning about leadership & service?  Reserve spots for your county today!

4-H National Congress brings together youth from all across the United States in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Through interactions with 4-Hers from all regions of our country, including Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico, and Alaska, participants learn how to improve their local 4-H program.  Through 
understanding of the differences and similarities they can better understand themselves.
Youth see nationally renowned speakers, which in the past have included a wide range of 
individuals, including Holocaust survivors, social entrepreneurs, Miss America, and civil rights 
leaders.  The speakers have inspired participants to be a source for positive change in their 
club, community, country, and world.
Participants attend breakout sessions on a wide range of topics, including communications, 
leadership, and STEM.  National Congress delegates attend educational tours, including the 
Georgia History Center, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Park, Georgia Aquarium, 
and Coca-Cola Headquarters.
Youth carry out community service projects throughout the Atlanta area.  In the past this has 
included programs in parks, community schools, and other community organizations.
Reserve your spot by August 15 by contacting Laura Potter-Niesen at potterla@msu.edu

mailto:potterla@msu.edu
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